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28. DEVOLUTION OF POWERS

28.1 Government Letter requesting the State Planning Commission to give views
on the entrustment of responsibilities to rural local bodies

From

S. Narayan, IAS.

Secretary to Government,
Rural Development Department.
Chennai.

D.O. Lr.N0.20099/C1/96-8, dated 20.9.1996.

Sub: Local bodies-entrustment of responsibilities-Reg.

Elections to the three tier system of Rural Local bodies is to be held in October and new
bodies will be in position by about the third week of October.

This department is already taking action to ensure that mandatory responsibilities to the
three different level namely District Panchayats, Block Level Panchayats and Village Panchayats
are delegated and orders issued. Section 257 of the Tamil Nadu Act 1994 provides for entrustment
by the Government or all of the responsibilities in relation to matters listed in Schedule IV of the
Act. Schedule IV lists 29 activities ranging from Agriculture, Family Welfare, Public Distribution
System etc.,

To enable the Government to take a view on the entrustment of these responsibilities to the
different levels of the Panchayats, I would be grateful if you consider constituting a small working
group of Members of the Planning Commission who could consider and make recommendations
regarding:

(1) the responsibilities to be entrusted to the Panchayats at different levels; and

(2) the roles, duties and functions of the Panchayats in respect of these responsibilities
being entrusted to them.

I would appreciate if the Committee could consider and give its recommendations within a
month so that orders of Government can be passed thereon.

Yours sincerely
S.NARAYAN

To

Thiru. R.C.Panda, I.A.S.,
Member Secretary,
State Planning Commission, Chepauk, Madras-600 005.
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Proceedings relating to the Constitution of the State Planning Commission Working Group

PROCEEDINGS OF THE MEMBER-SECRETARY, STATE PLANNING COMMISSION, CHENNAI-600 005
Present: Dr. Ramesh Chandra Panda, I.A.S,,

Procs.No0.4781/SPC/DP/96 Dated:7-10-1996

Sub: Local Bodies-Entrustment of Responsibilities-Constitution of a Working Group
of Members of State Planning Commission-Orders Issued.
Ref: Secretary to Govt. Rural Development Department D.0O.Lr.N0.20099/C1/96-
8, dated 20.09.1996.
ORDER

The Government in the reference cited has stated that elections to the 3 Tier System of
Rural Local Bodies (viz.) District Panchayats, Block Level Panchayats and Village Panchayats is to
be held in October '96 and new Bodies will be in position by about the third week of October '96.
The Government are contemplating to issue orders on sanction of mandatory responsibilities to
the above 3 tiers of Local Bodies. In order to take a decision by Government on the entrustment
of responsibilities to the different levels of Panchayats, the government have requested the
State Planning Commission to constitute a Working Group of Members of State Planning Commission
to consider and make recommendations regarding;

i) The responsibilities tobe entrusted to the Panchayats and different levels; and

i) The roles, duties and functions of the Panchayats in respect of these responsibilities
being entrusted to them.

02. The above matter was considered in the first informal meeting of the Members of the
State Planning Commission held on 27t September "96 in the Office of the State Planning Commission.
It was decided in the meeting to constitute a Group consisting of Members of State Planning
Commission as indicated below to study the issues referred to above items (i) and (ii) and make
appropriate recommendations.

1. Thiru L.C.Jain Chairman
Member,
State Planning Commission.

2. Thiru T.V.Antony, IAS.(Retd.) Co-Chairman
Member,
State Planning Commission.

3. Thiru K.V.Palanidurai, Member
Full Time Member,
State Planning Commission.

4, Dr.Ramesh Chandra Panda, IAS. Convenor
Member Secretary,
State Planning Commission.

5. The Secretary to Government, Spl. Invitee
Rural Development Department

The State Planning Commission Group will be assisted by Head of Division (District Planning)
and Head of Division (Rural Development).

03. The recommendations of the State Planning Commission Group after considered by
the Members in the informal meeting will be placed before the State Planning Commission meeting
under the Chairmanship of Hon’ble Chief Minister for necessary decisions.
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04. The State Planning Commission Group will submit the report to the State Planning
Commission within a month from the date of this Proceeding to enable the State Planning Commission
to submit proposals to the Government as desired in reference cited.

RAMESH CHANDRA PANDA
MEMBER SECRETARY

To

All the Members and Officials concerned.
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28.1I11 Constitution of High Level Committee for examining further devolution of
powers to Rural and Urban Local Bodies under the Chairmanship of
Thiru M.K. Stalin, Hon’ble Minister for RD&LA

Rural Development and Panchayat Raj (C1) Department.

G.0. (Ms) No. 6 Dated : 22.1.07
Read :

From the Director of Rural Development and Panchayat Raj
D.OLr.N0:74662/2006/PRI 1.4 dated.3.10.06
ORDER

The Hon’ble Minister for Rural Development and Local Administration has announced on the
floor of the Legislative Assembly that an expert Committee will be constituted to examine the
existing powers and responsibilities of the Rural and Urban Local Bodies and to give suitable
recommendations for devolution of additional powers and functions. The Cabinet at its meeting
held on 16.10.2006 has decided as follows:

“The Cabinet has decided to immediately constitute a High Level Committee, consisting
of the representatives of local bodies officials and experts under the Chairmanship of
the Minister for Local Administration. This Committee will deliberate on the delegation
of necessary powers to enable better functioning of the local bodies and will make
recommendations within three months to Government for implementation.”

2. Pursuant to the announcement of the Hon’ble Minister, Rural Development and Local
Administration and the decision of the cabinet and based on the proposal received from the
Director of Rural Development and Panchayat Raj, the Government hereby direct the constitution
of a High Level Committee, consisting of the following representatives of the Rural and Urban
local bodies, Officials of Government Departments and experts. The Hon’ble Minister for Rural
Development & Local Administration shall be the Chairman of the High Level Committee.

3. The Official members for the High Level committee are as follows:

Official Members

1 Secretary, Rural Development and Member
Panchayat Raj Department

2 Secretary, Municipal Administration Member
and Water Supply Department
3 Prof .Palanithurai, Gandhigra m Experts on the
University Rural Development
and Panchayat Raj
4 Thiru.Tamizharuvimanian, Member, side

State Planning Commission

5 Ms.Malathy,IAS, Secretary, Home Experts on the
Department Municipal
Administration and
6 Thiru.Jeyaraman, Additional Director of W ater Supply side

Municipal Administration(Retd)
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4. The following elected heads of Urban and Rural Local bodies shall be included as non-
official members of the Committee:-

I.Corporations (Mayors)

SI.No Name Corporation Party
1. Thiru.A.L.Subramanian Tirureliveli DMK
2. Tmt .Charubala Trichy Congress
Thondaiman.R
II.Municipalities (Chairpersons)
Sl. C
No Name Municipality Party
1 Thiru. Bharathi.R.S Alanthur DMK
2 Thiru.Ashoken Nagercoil Congress
Soloman .V.
3 Thiru.M.R.Dhurai Bhavani ATADMK
4 Thiru.K.N.Sekar Ambattur PMK
5 Thiru.R.Jayaraman Thiruvottiyur CPI (M)
6 Thiru.T.Prabhakaran Periyasemur CPI
7 Thiru.C.V.Rajagaigvat Nellikuppam Liberation
Babu. Panther Party
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III. Town Panchayats (Chairpersons)

Sl.
Name Town Panchayat Party
No
1 Thiru.S.Sairam Myladi DMK
Agastheeswaram
Taluk,
Kanniyakumari
District
2 Thiru.Neelakandan Chetupattu, Congress
Tiruvannamalai
District
3 Tmt.Vimala Madapakkam, ATIADMK
Kancheepuram
District
4 Tmt .M.Manjula Thesur, PMK
Tiruvannamalai
District
5 Thiru.V.Ramamoorthy Chinnavedampatti, C.P.I (M)
Coimbatore District
6 Thiru.P.Mounasamy Kannampalayam, C.PI
Coimbatore District
7 Thiru.R.Jayashelan Unnamalai Kadai, BJP
Kanniyakumari
District
IV District Panchayats (Chairpersons)
zlc" Name District Panchayat Party
1 Thiru.Gandhiselvan Namakkal District DMK
2 Thiru.Ravichandra Ramanathapuram Congress
ramavanni.A District
3 Thiru.Chinnadurai.N Tutticorin District ATADMK
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V.Panchayat Unions (Chairpersons)

Sl. .
No Name Panchayat Union Party
1 Thiru.Ramalingam.S Thiurvidaimarudur, DMK
Thanjavur District
2 Thiru.Krishnan.P.K. Kamuthi, Congress
Ramanathapuram District
3 Tmt.R.D.Malarvizhi Andipatti, Theni District ATIADMK
4 Thiru.S .P.Ramar Nangavalli, Salem District PMK
5 Thiru.V.Amirthalingam Thalaignayiru, C.P.I(M)
Nagapattinam District
6 Thiru.K.Thangamani Manamadurai, C.PI
Sivagangai District
7 Thiru.S.Premkumar Munsirai, BJP
Kanniyakumari District
8 Tmt .Selvi Senthurai, Lilberation
Chenguttuvan Perambalur District Panther Party

VI. Villa

ge Panchayats (Presidents)
SI. N village Panch P
No ame illage Panchayat arty
1 Thiru.S.Santhanam Thayilpatti, DMK
Vembakkottai,
Virudhunagar District
2 Thiru.Sathyamoorthy Vinnamangalam, Congress
Vaniyambadi Taluk.
Vellore District
3 Thiru.K.Parasuraman Nilagiri, Thanjavur District ATADMK
4 Thiru.K.Marappan Chettipalayam, C.P.I(M)
Tirupur union,
Coimbatore District
5 Thiru.J.Jayaraman Pallivarthy, Kolathur C.PI
Union, Tiruvallur District
6 Thiru.N.Ilango Nattarmangalam, PMK
Vallam Panchayat Union,
Villupuram District

5. The Committee shall study the duties, functions and powers already entrusted to the
Rural and Urban Local Bodies and make recommendations for further devolution of the same in
order to make them more effective within a period of 3 months to Government.

(By order of the Governor)

K.ASHOK VARDHAN SHETTY
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