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(SC).in general category 202 seats and 107 seats for women have been allotted.

Likewise, for the posts of Chairmen of the District Panchayats, 2 posts for Adi Dravida Women and 8 posts for
Women under general category have been allotted. District Panchayat and Panchayat Union Chairmen have been
indirectly elected by their Members. In respect of others, the Presidents/Chairmen were elected directly by people.

In Tamilnadu, there are 6 Municipal Corporations namely Chennai, Madurai, Coimbatore, Trichy, Tirunelveli
and Salem. For these Corporations, 6 Mayors and 474 Councillors have been directly elected.

You are participating in this august conference after winning the trust and confidence of the people. 1
understand that all of you have assumed office on 25.10.1996. I am sure you would be dedicating yourself for the
development of your respective areas. This process has reestablished the local self governance through the peoples’
representatives in the rural and urban areas. The democratic governance especially in villages and towns in Tamil
Nadu has a hoary past.

Tamil Kings (Mooventhargal) have shown the way to democratic governance through Village Assemblies a
thousand years ago. inscriptions, literatures are replete with information on the functioning of the village panchayats.
Inscription on compound walls of Sri Vaikuntha Perumal temple at Uthiramerur of Anna District provide details of
the Grama sabhas during the period of Paranthaga Cholan in 921 AD.

These nscriptions reveal that everv Village was sub-divided into many hamlets and each hamlet was further
divided into different wards and that Members were elected to these wards through “Kudavolai® (Palm leaf in pot). It
can be easily understood as to how strict their election would have been by the fact that the Members were permtted
to contest for the election only after taking into account, the candidates intelligence, efficiency, service mind and















