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CHAPTER IV

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ENTRUSTMENT OF POWERS (ITEMS)

AGRICULTURE INCLUDING AGRICULTURAL EXTENSION

(Item No. 1)

01. Agricultural development in Tamil Nadu has achieved excellent progress. Gross cropped arca has reached
71.58 lakh ha (1993-94) with 120.90% of cropping intensity. Production of foodgrains reached 97.42 lakh tonnes with
rice at 76.85 lakh tonnes in 1994-95. In Sugarcane prductivity, Tamil Nadu stands 1st in the country (always more
than 103 tonnes per ha). In 1994-95. oilseeds and cotton production reached 21.28 lakh tonnes and 19.70 lakh bales
respectively. Agriculture faces few challenges:

- More cultivable area is getting diverted to non-agricultural purposes.

- Cultivable waste area is on the increase.

- Arca under rainfed condition occupies more than 50% of the cropped area.

- Irrigation intensity at 125% is almost stagnant,

- Irrigated area is more dependent on system irrigation.

- Irrigation expansion is only possible by exploring the ground water resources.

In case of horticulture. fruits. vegetables. spices, flowers and plantation crops. cultivable area has been expanding,
which. in 1994-95 stood at 1.86 lakh ha. 1.75 lakh ha. 1.65 lakh ha, 0.14 lakh ha and 1.77 lakh ha respectively.
Agriculture scctor development holds key to the development of rural arcas and living standards of rural people.

The main objective of the Tamil Nadu Agricultural policy is to accelerate allround economic development and
faster agricultural growth in the state. Emphasis is being given to rainfed agriculture, wasteland development, soil
and water management. horticultural development, micro irrigation promotion. marketing promotion, sustainable
agricultural development. applied agricultural research, farm mechanisation and promotion of agricultural credit.
Broad based agricultural extension is the foundation for overall agricultural development.

02. Agricultural Development is land based development activity which calls for a degree of cooperation,
coordination and mutual understanding among several Departments. Rural Local Bodies, Universities, Agro-industries,
Financing Institutions. NGOs and the farming community. The Agriculture Department serves as nodal agency
for agricultural development in the state integrating and coordinating the activities of other Departments like
Horticulture. Agricultural Engineering. Rural Development. Revenue. Animal Husbandary, Enviornment and Forest
and [Irrigation. The Agriculture Department is implementing many area specific and crop specific programmes
adopting applicd technologies like cfficient use of water, organic farming. integrated nutrient and pest management
to increase the production and productivity of millets, pulses, foodgrains, oilseeds, sugarcane, fruits, vegetables and
spices through its broad based extension network. In addition. the Department is incharge of large number of various
schemes for assisting the farmers which include distribution of inputs like sceds. fertilizers. organic manures,
agricultural implements. ctc. The Department extends assistance to small and marginal farmers by way of distribution
of fertiliser minikits. pesticide minikits. power sprayers. tyre bullock carts, small tractors, trailors, power tillers,
agricultural implements. storage bins, tarpaulins. bio fertilizer, green manure seeds, petromax light traps, chemicals
for rodent control etc.

03. At the State level. these activitics are looked after by Directorate of Agriculture, Directorate of Horticulture
and Plantation Crops. Dircctorate of Sced Certification. Directorate of Agricultural Marketing, Chief Engineer
(Agricultural Engincering) and State supported organisations. viz.. Tamil Nadu Agro Industries Corporation (TAI),
Tamil Nadu Agro-Engineering Co-operative Federation (ENCOFED). Tamil Nadu Co-operative Oilseeds Growers
Federation (TANCOF) and State Agriculture Marketing Board (SAMB). Agricultural research and education comes
within the domain of Tamil Nadu Agricultural Umversity (TNAL)  Agricultural Credit is looked after by the



























