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ROADS, CULVERTS, BRIDGES, FERRIES, WATERWAYS AND OTHER MEANS OF
COMMUNICATIONS.

(Item No. 13)

01. By coverage. Tamul Nadu has a good network of roads.  The density of road length per sq km increased from
33.30 kms m 1960-01 10 132,45 kms as on 1993-94. Total road length as m April 1996 under the categories of National
I ighways (NI, State [ hghways (S, Major Distriet Roads (MDR). other Distriet Roads (ODR). Panchavat Roads (PR),
Panchavat Umon Roads (PUR). Mumcipal. PWD and other Roads works out to 172409 Kms. The breakup details are
as follows:

S. No. Types of Roads Length in Km.
1. National Highways (NH) 2002 *
2. State Highways (SH) 1933 *
3. Major District Roads (MDR) 13973 *
4 Other Mistrict Roads (ODR) 37962 *
5. Sugarcane Roads 1132 *
6. Panchavat Unon Roads (PUR) IRI00  **
7. Panchavat Roads(PR) 290207

51034 **
8 Other Panchavat Roads 22614
Y. Municipal and Corporation Roads BORY  *

10, DImgation Roads 1332 *

11 Forest Roads 3324 *
2. TNEB Roads 79 *

13, Other Roads (Unclassitied) 11649
TOTAL 172409

* Data as per Performance Budget of Highways and Rural Works  Department (1995-96) published m August.
1996

** Data as  per Performance Budget  of Rural Development Department published i August 1996,

02, With regard 1o the formation of new roads, present position 1s that the National Highways. State Highways, Major
District Roads. Other District Roads and Spectalised Road Programmes like sugarcane roads. roads constructed under
externally aided projects are bemg exceuted by the State Highways Department. Maimtenance of these roads is also the
responsibihity of the State Fhghwavs Department.

03 The Panchavat Unions take up the formation of road works mvolving Panchavat roads. Panchavat Union roads,
link roads. Rural roads and the programmes coming under the purview of Rural Development Department. The Umeon
I'ngmeers are deputed from the State [hghways Department to undertake these works The mamtenance of these roads
15 the responsibility of the Panchasat Umons. Village Panchavats: at present do ot play any role in the formation of roads,
Plowever, the Tamilnady Panchatat Act 1994 provides adequate powers for Village Panchavat for the construction and
matntenance ol roads. Roads are classitied. on the hasis of importance. There are Panchavat and Panchavat Unien vested
roads. But the role of the Distriet Panchavat which came mnto existence recently s vet o be determimed i the formation
and mantenance o oad works

Gd Ot e! 172409 Kms of read Tength. Panchavats and Panchavat Unjons have 89734 Kins, (52.04% of the total road
fength m the Saten Mamtenance and uperadation of these roads will plav verv miportant rofe - the village level
mirastructure development. Bt only about 6000 Kms of voads (te 10 percent of the above roads) are - good condition





















