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ADULT AND NON-FORMAL EDUCATION

(Item No. 19)

Tamil Nadu is the second most literate State (with 63.72% of the state’s population of 7 vears and above) in the
Southern States next o Kerala in terms ol hiteracy rate as per the 1991 Census, The male literacy rate i1s 74 % and
female literacy rate is 51%. The above statistics also reveal that nearlv 36% ol the state’s population (7 vears and
above) are non- literates.

02. The Gender gap in the literacy rate (female literacy minus male literacy rate ) of the persons of 7 vears of
age and above in Tamil Nadu works out to( -)23 as against the all India rate of( -)24. Further children in the age group
of 6-10 vears n schools. as per 1992-93 status comes to 10,31 lakhs, Gender gap in enrolment and drop out for
students in Urban Areas (Female rate  minus male rates  are( -)25 and( -)1 respectively). In case of disadvantaged
groups like, SC/ST. the gender gap in enrolment for SC i1s( )15 and for ST is( -)23 (Female minus Male rates).

03. Though the State’s average literacy is above the national average, there are districts with literacy rate below
the national average. The literacy rate vary from 46% in Dharmapurt District to 82.1% in Kanyakumari District. There
is contiguous low literacy belt consisting of 5 districts namely, South Arcot Vallalar, Thiruvannamalai Sambuvarayar,
Dharmapuri, Salem and  Perivar.  The other major low literacy area includes Thanjavur, Tricharapalli,Dindigul and
Madurai Districts. In other words, 7 districts fall within the range of 40-60 % literacy rate and 12 Districts in the range
of 60-80% and 2 districts,namely Chennai and Kanyakumari are at the top with more than 80% literacy rate. This
shows the regional disparity in literacy rates.

Programme details:

04. The problem of low literacy has been sought to be tackled through special programme namely, “Total literacy
campaign’ and "Post literacy campaign’. These Schemes are implemented in Tamil Nadu since 1992, through the
District Literacy Councils registered under the Societies Registration Act, headed by the Distriet Collector as Chairman.
The expenditure are shared by the Central and State Government i the ratio of 2:1. The mam objective of “Total
Literacy Campaign™ (TLC) is to make all non- literates in the age group of 15-35 vears into literates within a period
of one year. For providing continuing education to the nco- literates and  retention of their skills acquired at the basic
literacy stage, the Post Literacy Campaign (PLC) is bemng implemented from 1993-96. Starting Village level libraries,
provision of structured non formal education programme for (9-14) age group, thus bringing them back to mainstream
of formal education. family counsolling and free legal cell at Block level are some of the special features of the Post
Literacy Campaign. So far a total sum of Rs.44.43 Crores under TLC and Rs.16.78 Crores under PLC have been
utilised. So far, 76 lakh non- literates and 56 lakh dropouts/neo- literates have been enrolled under TLC and PLC
respectively.

05. The village field co-ordmators viz. the Village Administrative Officers, Noon Meal Organisers, Child Welfare
Organisers, Panchayat Clerks and Public Distribution Employees and the like individually meet the illiterates, motivate
them, arrange them mto batches and arrange for the volunteer instructors and to meet them and conduct the literacy
classes.  The teaching programme takes 6 months duration to cover the three levels of primers prescribed by the
National Literacy Mission. The District Project Co-ordinator and Central Programme Co-ordinators at District level;
Block/Municipal/ Township Project Co-ordinators and Assistant Project Co-ordinators at Block level; Village/Ward
field Co-ordinators and convenors at Panchayat/Village level are engaged to organise and monitor the District Literacy
campaign at various levels. Besides this, District Executive Committee,training and curriculam,moblisation, motivation
and communication. monitoring and evaluation committees, District Level sub-committees, Panchavat Union/Municipal
Committee, Village/Ward Committee are also formed to co-crdinate and manage the activities of the Total literacy/
Post Literacy Campaigns in their jurisdiction. However, the District Collector, being the Chairman of the District
Literacy Council is over all incharge for implementation of the TLC/PLC in the District. In many of the Districts,
the TLC have been completed and the Post Literacy campaign have been started for continuing the education of neo-
hterates in the rural and urban areas.















