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LIBRARIES

(Item - 20)

Libram service is provided m the State by the Pubhic Libraries Department ereated under the Tamil Nadu Public
Libraries Act 1948 This enactment envisages "o provide for the establishment of Public Ibraries and orgamsation
ol a comprehensive rural and urban Iibrarv service in the State”™. This Act provides for constitution ol Local Library
Authorities (LLA) one for the ety of Chennat and one [or cach distriet. The Local Library Authorities are responsible
for establishing Mam and Branch Libranes within its jurisdiction. There are 19 District Central Libraries. 1545 Branch
Libraries, 9 mobile hbraries and 1069 Part ume libraries in the State. Connemara Public Library has been declared as
the State Central Library. There are 3440 persons working in the Libranes and Local Library Authorities. The Budget
provision for Libraries for 1996-"97 is Rs. 14.64 crores which includes a plan outlay of Rs.28.90 lakhs.

02 The said Act cnables the Jocal bodies 1o levy library cess i the form ol a surcharge on the Property Tax
or House Tax at the rate of 3% (The rate was revised to 5 per cent and had since been increased to 10%)  The local
bodies collect the cess and remit the collection to the Distriet Local Librarv Authority.  The Government also
contributes grant equivalent to “a sum not less than the cess collected in the distriet™ The LLA’s mamtain a Library
Fund to which  the cess and Government grant get pooled  and from which all the expenses for providing Library
services under  the Act are met. The cess collection during 1994-795 and 1995-96 was Rs.6.12 crores and  Rs.7.82
crores. respectively. Itis leamnt that arrear of cess 1o be collected. as on September 1996, works out to Rs.23.51 crores.
Besides, the District Decentrahsed Planning schemes provided Rs 110 28 lukhs and Rs97.98 lakhs in 1994-95 and
1993-96 respectively for the construction of Library and reading rooms.

03. The Local Library Authority constituted under the Act is a broad based one and provide for representation
of elected representatives. rural and urban local bodies.  As per Section 5(3) of the said Act the LLA for each district
consists of - (1) Ten members (5 School Headmasters / Principals and 3 office bearers of Libraries) nominated by the
Director of Public Libraries.  (2) One member elected by the district board, (3) One member per Taluk may be elected
by the presidents of the panchavats in the district, (4) One or more members per Municipal Council as may be elected
by the municipal council in the district and  (5) Every Local Library Authority shall clect one of its members o be
its: Chawman.

04, The Seventy third Constitutional Amendment has enumerated 29 subjects (Eleventh Schedule) in respect of
which certain powers may be entrusted 1o the Panchayvat Raj Institution. Libraries is one of the items (item No.20).
Vide Seetion  TH(g) of the Tamilnadu Panchavat Act. 1994, “the opening and maintenance of reading rooms™ by
the village Panchavats has been assigned. The following responsibilities are recommended 1o be entrusted to three tiers
of Panchayat Raj Institutions. The State Planning Commission has taken note of the present arrangements and suggest
that the status quo may continue without mterruption. In the first phase village panchayats may be empowered to open
Libraries in the villages not covered/served by the Libraries of Local Library Authorities.  Further, entrustment of
powers to take over existing library networks by the Panchavats. tfrom Village to Distriet levels may be considered after
a pertod of two vears and in consultation with District Planning Committee.

I. VILLAGE PANCHAYAT

ACTNITY ENTRUSTMENT OIF POWERS
(1) (2)
1. Opemng of Libraries i) Open new Libraries in - Panchavat Village.
2. Operation and Mamtenance ol Pubhie 1) Construction ol reading rooms and Library buildings by
Libraries utilising funds under development schemes.
i) Take over the Libraries of  LLA existing in the Panchayat
Village.

i) Mamtwin and operate the Library with Library Cess and matching
Government grant










