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HEALTH AND SANITATION, INCLUDING HOSPITALS, PRIMARY
HEALTH CENTRES AND DISPENSARIES.

(Item No. 23)

01. Health is an essential input for the development of human resources and improvement in the quality of life
of the population. Sustained efforts have been made in Tamil Nadu towards provision of health care facilities to
people and promotion of health infrastructure in urban and rural areas during the past few decades. This has resulted
in significant improvement in the health status of the population in the State as revealed by the following select health
indicators. It could be seen that Tamil Nadu has fared well in many of the following indicators as compared to these
at the All India level.

Sl. No. Indicators Tamil Nadu All India
01.  Crude Birth Rate (1994) (per 1000 Population) 19 28.6
02.  Crude Death Rate (1994) (per 1000 Population) 7.9 9.2
03. Life Expectancy (1991) (In years)
Male 574 55.9
Female 585 559
Total 60.8 59.1
04. Infant Mortality Rate (IMR) (1994) (per 1000 Live Births) 59 73
05. Maternal Mortality Rate (MMR) (1994) (per 1000 Live Births) 0.8 4.37
06.  Prevalence rate of Blindness (per 10000 Persons) 149 165
07.  Prevalence rate of 2.09 1.2
i Leprosy (1992-93) 1.6
(per 1000 Persons) (1995-96)
08.  Prevalence rate of T.B. (1992-93) (per one lakh Persons) 703 467
09. Prevalence rate of Malaria (1992-93) (per one lakh Persons) 576 3324

The above achivements were possible due to various development interventions.

Programmes:

02. While the Health sub-centre (HSC) acts as a link between the Primary Health Centre (PHC) &nd villages, the
PHC is the key institution for the delivery of rural health services and the community health centre (CHC) provides
specialist services with effective referral support. The network of these centres along with dispensaries provides
preventive, promotive, curative and rehabilitative health care services, with the PHCs coordinating public health and
family welfare programmes, maternal and child care services. The teaching hospitals, the District Headquarters
hospitals, taluk headquarters hospitals and non taluk hospitals render specialised medical care services. The District
Headquarters and Taluk hospitals also function as first referral units (FRUs) for curative purposes.

03, The Public Health activities include the control of diseases programmes for filaria, small-pox, cholera,
malaria, Japanese encephalitis, leprosy etc. There are programmes for specific groups and purposes like health care
for tribals, school health programmes for primary school children and universal immunisation programme for pregnant
women and infants. The other health related activities like supply of essential drugs, registration of births and deaths






























