SOCIAL WELFARE INCLUDING WELFARE OF HANDICAPPED AND
MENTALLY RETARDED.

(Item No. 26)

01, The 73rd consttutional amendment envisages entrustment ol powers and responsibilities (o Panchayat Ray
Institutions i respect of 29 items of which ttem 26 1s related to Social Welfare meluding Welfare of Handicapped and
mentallv retarded. This item covers wellare ol disabled, street children, adoption of children, wellare of the aged. drug
use prevention. rehabiltation of beggers. juvenile justice admimistration, Noon Meal Programme and awakening against
soctal evils

Rehabilitation of the Disabled :

02, As per 1991 census, 1t 1s estimated that there are 11,13 lakh disabled persons in Tamilnadu. There are about
217 special schools for the disabled out of which 23 are run by the Government - 11 schools are for blind, 10 for
deat” and dumb. | for mentally retarded and 1 for severely orthopaedically handicapped. Totally 8726 children are
availing these special education facilities. Bestdes 20 pre-schools have been started in 20 districts for the hearing
impaired children.  Trammg programmes are bemng conducted for the teachers of the special schools.  The disabled
persons undergo  tramnmg n certam trades through established traiming centres and placements are given for the traned
persons as apprentices i Government industrial estabishments. Government undertakings and private establishments.
There 18 a modern traming-cum-production workshop at Muttukadu wiich produces tri-eveles. wheel chairs, folding
sticks and other steel products. Free travel concession s given to handicapped persons in State Transport Corporation
buses. An artificial limb sub centre has been established at Madurar to cater to the needs of 100 severely orthopaedically
handicapped children studying in the Government Special Schools. [t provides education. surgical correction,
phvsiotherapy exercise, free supply ol calipers cte. The Distriet rehabilitation centre at Chengalpattu 1s one of the 12
projects established in India, which identifies the handicapped, assesses their needs and provides rehabilitation assistance.
The Government Regronal braille press meets the Braille book requirement of the Government mded schools. The
Government rehabilitation home with sheltered workshop for blind women, Poonamallee provides training in chalk-
picce making and weaving and the products are sold to hospitals and schools.

03. Besides. a comprehensive prevention ol Poho and rehabihitation ol Polio victims is being implemented in a
phased manner from 1989 onwards. So far, upto 1993-96. m phases. 310 blocks have been selected and nearly 6,60.91
victims are identified and the same got rehablitated. Comprehensive medical assessment camps have been conducted
in these blocks Polio victims are assessed o get varous benefits such as medical assistance, surgical corrections,
physiotherapy exerase, {ree supply of trneyeles, wheel chairs, calipers. crutches, admission into transitional schools and
special schools, sanction of scholarships. vocational waming. placement mn jobs, assistance for sclf employment with
bank loan and Government subsidy. sanction ol old age pension and mamtenance allowance, depending upon the need
ol cach polio vicuim. The Health department 1s taking care of polio prevention.

Social Defence :

04. The special programmes implemented by the Government for Juveniles and maladjusted groups include
preventive, correctional and rehabilitative services. Under the provisions of Juvenile Justice Act 1986 and Immoral
Traflic (Prevention) Act 1936, residential institutions were established to provide care, treatment, custody, educational
and vocational training, rehabilitation to the children and women who came under the provisions of the above said
Acts, There are 11 Observation homes, 10 Special Juvenile Homes, 6 Protective/Vigilance Homes and 3 After-care
organisatios run by the Government and 15 private institutions. These mstitutions impart educational traiming and other
commercial traming.



























