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WELFARE OF THE WEAKER SECTIONS, AND IN PARTICULAR, OF
THE SCHEDULED CASTES AND SCHEDULED TRIBES

(Item No.27)

01. The total population in Tamil Nadu is 558.59 lakhs as per 1991 census. of which. the Scheduled Caste
population is 107.12 lakhs and that of Scheduled Tribes is 5.74 lakhs which works out to 19.18 per cent
and 1.03 per cent respectively.  The State Government have introduced a number of schemes for the upliftment
of the Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe Communities by promoting their educational opportunities.
Scholarships. educational loans. supply of uniforms. text books and note books. running of separate schools at
primary. secondary and higlier secondary levels. residential schools. special coaching facilities and the running
of free hostels are among the various mcasurcs now in operation in Tamil Nadu. In the multifaceted strategy for
the upliftment of Adi Dravidars adopted in this State. the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes receive
benefits from the schemes implemented under various general scctors like Education, Agriculture, Animal
Husbandry, Co-operation. Industries. Employment. Rural Development ctc. in addition to schemes implemented
by the Adi Dravidar and Tribal Welfare Department.  The two instruments viz., the Special Component Plan
for Scheduled Castes and the Tribal Sub Plan for Scheduled Tribes ensure the flow of benefits to them
from the development departments.

02. The Protection of Civil Rights Act. 1955 was enacted to ensurc justice and equality among all sections
of the community. In Tamil Nadu. 25 mobile squads. 4 special Sessions Courts and 8 prosecuting squads arc
functioning to administer the Act properly and cffectively.

03. The Bonded Labour System (Abolition) Act 1976 is being implemented vigorously in Tamil Nadu. The
freed bonded labourers are rehabilitated by extending the following benefits: (1) Provision of house sites and cultivable
lands. (2) Provision of milch animals. poultry units. plough bulls efc.. and (3) Supply of Gem-cutting, stone cutting,
agricultural instruments etc.

04. There are 1017 schools for Scheduled Castes and 224 for Scheduled Tribes. where 2.38 lakh students
are studying. Besides. 25.17 lakhs Scheduled Caste and 1.12 lakhs Scheduled Tribe children are studying in the
schools run by the Education Department. Local Bodies and Private management in Tamil Nadu. Hostel facilities
are also provided for the students who attend schools. colleges and Industrial Training Institutes. At present
there are 968 hostels for Scheduled Caste and 26 for Scheduled Tribe students.

03. Upto 1988-89. Tamil Nadu Adi Dravidar Housing Development Corporation has constructed 78,673 houses
for Adi Dravidars. From 1989 to 1996. 2,56.528 houses were constructed by Rural Development Department with
JVVT funds.

06. The Tamil Nadu Adi Dravidar Housing and Development Corporation was started on 15.2.1974 with
the main object to promote the standard of living of Adi Dravidar familics. The main objectives of the Corporatior.
are: (i) To provide housing facilitics to Adi Dravidars in the State of Tamil Nadu, (ii) To undertake construction
of  buildings for hostels. schools. community halls. balwadies ctc . for Adi Dravidars. (iii) To implement
Economic Development Scheme to benefit the Adi Dravidars to lift them above the poverty linc and (iv) To
undertake any specific item of work relating to the upliftment of Adi Dravidars. entrusted to the Corporation by
the Government from time to time.

State Financial Support:

07. For the welfare of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. the allocation of funds by the State Government
during the past threc vears is given below:





















