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in Village Panchayats where the irrigation maintenance work is transferred by Government to Village |

(3) Drinking Water:

Rural Water Supply is one of the priority items of the minimum needs programmes. Tamil Nadu
Act 1994 gives powers to the Village Panchayats and Panchayat Unions to create water sources for bath a
purposes only Section 110(g). But it is not explicit to create and maintain drinking water schemes ar
carrying out measures of public utility including water suply for non-irrigation and sewerage purposes (!
and 115). Implementation of Rural Water Supply Schemes and programmes under externally aided projec
Sponsored Schemes and drought programmes is undertaken by TWAD Board. The Panchayat Raj Inst
hitherto not being directly used for implementing rural water suply scheme. Since 1982, the handpumps
pumps maintenance has been transferred to Panchayat Union Council. At the district level, the technical
Collectorate provides technical support for the maintenance of handpumps and power pumps.

(4) Roads and other means of communication :

Maintenance and upgradation of the roads will play an important role in the village level infrastructure di
With regard to formation of new roads, the present position is that the National Highways, State Highv
District Roads, Other District Roads and specialised Road Programmes like sugarcane roads, roads constn
externally aided projects, are being executed by State Highways Department. Maintenance of these roa
done by the State Highways Department. The Panchayat Union takes up the formation of road work



























