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IMPLEMENTATION OF LAND REFORMS AND LAND CONSOLIDATION

(Item No.2(a))

Land Reforms aim at redistributing ownership holdings from the point of view of social justice. and reorganising
operational holdings for the optimum utilisation of land. Besides this. there is the problem of tenancy. i.e.. the
rights and conditions of holding land. Land rcforms aim at providing sccurity of tenure. fixation of rents. conferment
of ownership. ctc.. The cntire concept of land reform aims at the abolition of intermediarics and bringing the actual
cultivator in direct contact with the State.  Along with this. the provisions of security of tenancy and rent regulation
provide a congenial atmosphere in which the agriculturist feels sure of reaping the fruits of his labour.

2. The Tamil Nadu Land Reforms (Fixation of Ceiling on Land) Act. 1961 was cnacted with a view to reducing
the disparity in the ownership of the agricultural land. concentration of such land with a few persons with a view
to distributing such land among the landless poor. The Act came into force on the 6th April. 1960, Initially. the
overall ceiling for a family was 60 standard acres.  With effect from 1.3.72 the ceiling limit for a family consisting
of 5 members was reduced 1o 15 standard acres with S standard acres more for every additional person subject to
a maximum of 30 standard acres.  Surplus land over the ceiling limit is acquired for distribution among the landless
poor at the rate. not exceeding 3 acres of dry land or 1 1/2 acres of wet land to the cligible persons under the
provisions of the Tamil Nadu Land Reforms (Disposal of Surplus Land) Rules. 1963,

3. The Government of India have formulated a Centrally Sponsored Scheme for providing financial assistance
to the assignees of such cciling surplus land. Financial assistance is given at the rate of Rs.2.500/- per hectare.
The expenditurc is shared cqually by the Central and State Governments. A Special Component under this
scheme is sct apart for the benefit of the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes exclusively.

4. In addition. the Government introduced a number of tenancy laws o bring about agrarian rcforms, The
important among them arc:

(i)~ The Tamil Nadu Cultivating Tenants Protection Act. 1953,
(1) The Tamil Nadu Cultivating Tenants (Pavment of Fair rent) Act. 1956,
(111)  The Tanul Nadu Land Reforms (Fixation of Ceiling on Land) Act. 1961,
(iv)  The Tamil Nadu Land Public Trusts (Regulation of Administration of Agricultural lands) Act. 1961.
(v)  Tamil Nadu Agricultural Lands Record of Tenancy Rights Act. 1969 (Tamil Nadu Act 10 of 1969).

(vi)  The Tamil Nadu occupants Kudiviruppu (Conferment of Ownership (Tamil Nadu Act 40/71) Act.
1971.

(vii)  Tamil Nadu Rural Artisans (Conferment of Ownership of Kudiviruppu) Act. 1976 (Presidents Act 38
ol 1970).

(viii)  Tamil Nadu Kudiyiruppu Law Amendment Act 1990 (Tamil Nadu Act. 39/1990).

5. With a view to expediting the disposal of the land reforms cases. Land Tribunals presided over by District
Revenne Officer was constituted. One Land Tribunal at Thanjavur s functioning for the entire State. There are four
Revenue Courts i the Districts of Salem. Villupuram Ramasanu Padavatchiar. Madurar and Tirunclveli Kattaboman
functioning under the control of the Special Deputy Collectors. The Special Deputy Collectors {Revenue Court) arc
appellate authorities who decide appeals against the orders of the Tahsildars concerned.

Administrative Set up

6. The Revenue Department is the custodian of all lands and it is concerned with all land disposals. The works
relating to  land acquisition. land assignment. alicnation of land. updating and maintenance of land revenue records.
grant of Pattas. Land Reforms. Land Ceiling. Levy and Collection of Urban Land Tax and Agricultural Income Tax
arc all looked after by the Revenue Department.















