LAND IMPROVEMENT, SOIL CONSERVATION AND WATERSHED
DEVELOPMENT

(Item No.2(b))

In this part. subjects in two items (Item 2 and 3) arc being dealt. Land improvement. Soil Conservation (Item
2). and Watershed development (Item 3) arce interrelated 1tems. However mn both items other subjects viz..Land
Reforms and Consolidation (Item 2) and Minor Irrigation and Water Management (Item 3) have been dealt scparately.
The two specific subjects though interrelated. the schematic implementation. organisational involvement and funding
pattern are different. Thereforc. these are explained in an claborate manner.

Watershed Development.

2. The concept of “Watershed Development” signifies insitu water and soil conservation to improve crop
productivity and farmers™ income.Thus. the improved cropping techniques have been developed with emphasis on
micro watersheds of about 1000 Ha. Tamil Nadu has been implementing a scries of watershed projects like Drought
Prone Arcas Programme(D.P.A.P.). National Watershed Development Project for Rainfed Areas
(N.W.D.PRA.)Intcgrated Watershed Development Project (IWDP) with World Bank funding. Comprehensive
Watershed Development Projects (CWDP) with DANIDA funding.and Integrated Wasteland Development
Projects(IWDP). etc. All these programmes provide for soil and water treatment to control soil erosion, optimum rain
water utilisation. crop development by using crop and location specific dry farming technologies. farm forestry.
horticulture. sericulture etc. These Projects also encourage farmers to have other subsidiary occupations to increase
income levels. Since the objective of the watershed development is conservation of natural resources, ecological
improvement and socio-cconomic development of local population. the efforts in these projects include insitu soil and
water conservation and Land usc planning. taking into consideration not only physical inter-relationships but also
cconomic. social and institutional factors. Land improvement and soil conservation arc methods adopted to implement
the large strategy of watershed development. With the above focus. the following programmes are being implemented
in the State. are briefly narrated.

Drought Prone Arca Programme (D.P.A.P.)

3. This is a centrally sponsored Programme and the expenditure is shared between Centre and State Govt. on
500:50 basis. This is being implemented in the State since 1972-73. From 1995-96. the DPAP area coverage has gone
up from 43 blocks 1o 80 blocks. The Project content and implemetation modalitics have undergone changes on the
basis of the Report of Hanumantha Rao Commuittee. This adopts watershed strategy to achive the Programme objectives.

Wasteland Development Project

4. The objective of the  scheme is to takeup sustainable development of wastclands on watershed basis with
active support and participation of the local Communities. This scheme  envisages green coverage by planting many
species  of trees on wastelands to ensure production of types of woodlots to meet the fruits.fodder.timber and fuel
nceds of the local people.the fodder needs of the local cattle and employvment opportunities to local people.This is
a Centrally Sponsored Programme funded by the GOI. State Government has emphasiscd the importance of bringing
morce arcas of wastcland under this Project. The Non-Governmental organisations. interested farmers.  Corporate
Bodics. Private Entreprencurs avail funding / assistance under this scheme.Many of them have submitted project
proposals under “Grant-in-aid to voluntary Agencies Scheme™ and “Investment Promotional Scheme™. One of the
carlicst proposals approved for Tamil Nadu relates to Gandharvakottai Project. The G.O.1. have approved the project
proposal for the implementation of ~“Integrated Wasteland Development Project in an arca of 2155 Ha. in Gandarvakottai
Block of Pudukkottai district at a total cost of Rs.1.26 crores for a period of 3 years. Further the project proposed
under “Investiment Promotional scheme” submitted by M/S T.N. Plantations in Kanyakumari Dt.. at a total cost of
Rs. 40.58 lakhs was also approved by the G.O.1.. Some proposais for six Districts as approved by the G.O.1. and
arc under implementation from 1995-96.are indicated below:-















