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MINOR IRRIGATION AND WATER MANAGEMENT

(Item No. 3)

Tamil Nadu ranks 1Ith in sizec in the Country with 13 million hectares of geographical area. Half of
the geographical area is cultivable and 6 million hectares are net sown area. Out of the total cultivable arca 50%
get irrigation (3 million hectares) from system canals (0.95 million hectares). tanks (0.90 million hectares) and wells
including tubewells etc.(1.15 million hectares). Tamil Nadu having exhausted all its surface water potential for
irrigation, there is very limited scope for major and medium irrigation projects. Thus, the future development in Tamil
Nadu irrigation will be mainly on the water conscrvation, modernisation of the canal and tank irrigation, water
mangement in the cxisting irrigation sources: and exploitation of minor irrigation sourccs.

02. There are 39202 tanks in Tamil Nadu. out of which 3697 are system tanks. 5242 arc non-system tanks,
9850 are ex-zamin tanks and 20413 arc Panchayat Union tanks. Government controls system and non-system tanks
through Public Works Department. Panchayat Unions own the tanks where ayacut is less than 40 ha. and are called
as Panchayat Union tanks.

03. Minor irrigation schemes implemented by the Government include Tank modernisation schemes. Phase
I scheme at a cost of Rs.115 Crores is being exccuted from 1989 for improvement of rainfed tanks with ayacut between
100 to 200 Ha. and the scheme covers few ex-zamin tanks. Phase Il of the same scheme involves modernisation
of 50 tanks.

04. The Govt. have ordered the establishment of Water Resources Organisation (W.R.O.).in P.W.D., and
decentralisation of Water management along the River Basin lines. It has been ordered that “Basins™ are to be headed
by Basin Managers™ in the cadre of Chiel Engincers. The functional areas of the W.R.O. with Head Quarters are as
follows:- (1) Plan Formulation. Chennai. (2) Design.Research and Construction Support. Chennai. (3) Operation and
Maintenance, Chennai. (4) State Ground & Surface Water Resources Data Centre, Chennai. (5) Water Resources
Organisation, Chennai Region. Chennai. (6) Water Resources Organisation. Trichy Region, Trichy. (7) Water
Resources Organisation. Pollachi Region. Pollachi. and (8) Water resources Organisation, Madurai Region. Madurai.
The Engineer-in-Chief, W.R.O.. Chennai co-ordinates with the Basin Managers and other Chief Engineers in all
matters relating to Irrigation Management. Irrigation Research Institutions and other activities in Water Resources
Organisation. The Engineer-in-Chief monitors the functional specialisation in all line divisons with key functional
operations, maintenance and Regulations.

05. The Tamil Nadu Panchayat Act explicitly provides certain powers to Village Panchayats and Panchayat
Unions. Those are:-

™ Subject to such conditions and control as may be prescibed the Govt.may transfer to any village
panchayat or to any P.U.council protection and maintenance of any irrigation work, the management of turns of
irrigation or the regulation of distribution of water from any irrigation work to the fields depending on it,” (Section
133(1)).

™ The village panchayat or the P.U.council shall have power. subject to such instructions and
control as may be prescribed. to execute Kudimaramat in respect of any irrigation source in the village and levy such
fee and on such basis for the purposes thereof as may be prescribed.”

* Provided that nothing contained in this section shall be deemed to relieve the village community
or any of its members of its or his liability under the T.N. compulsory Labour Act 1858, in respect of any irrigation
source in the village in case the village panchayat makes default in executing the Kudimaramat in respect of that
irrigation source™(Section 133(2)).

* Where the maintenance of any irrigation work is transferred under this section is fishery rights
of Govt., in such work shall be transferred to and be vested in the village panchayat or P.U.council. as the case may















