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ANIMAL HUSBANDRY, DAIRYING AND POULTRY

(Item No.4)

01. Animal Husbandry occupies an important place in State economy as it provides remunerative and regular
occupation duc to regular income from livestock and poultry. The State Government have been instrumental in
bringing about improvement in the State through implementation of schemes on cattle breeding, animal health cover,
fodder development, animal husbandry extension, education and training. The salient features on Animal Husbandry,
Dairying and Poultry are given below:

Animal Husbandry

02. The cattle and buffalo population in Tamil Nadu as per 1989 Livestock Census and the projected population
for 1995 based on normal growth rate is as follows:

Total Population Breedable Population
(Crores)
1989 1995 1959 1995
Cattle 0.94 0.86 0.32 0.29
Buffalo 0.31 0.31 0.16 0.15

The total milk production which was 34 lakh tonnes during 1989-90 increased to 37.90 lakh tonnes in
1995-96. The egg and meat production in 1995-96 is 304.8 Crore eggs, and 40267.40 MT of meat respectively. This
indicates the extent of animal husbandry importance in the rural economy of the State.

03. Apart from the cattle development programme, the Department has undertaken the following activities:
Sheep Development, Goat Development, Piggery Development, Poultry Development, Rabbit Development, and
Fodder Development. The Animal Husbandry Department is implementing the following beneficiary oriented schemes
for alleviation of poverty. The farmers are encouraged to establish sheep, dairy, piggery units and calf rearing.
Financial subsidy is also make the enterprise economically viable. These benefits are extended under programmes
viz:- Special Central assistance, Integrated Tribal Development Programme, Hill Area Development Programme,
Western Ghat Development Programme. In order to provide sustainable livestock production, increased milk
production and increased income of livestock owners, the Government is implementing the following schemes with
external assistance.

1. Livestock development under Tamil Nadu Agricultural Development Project with World Bank Assistance.

2. Agricultural Human Resources Development Project in the Animal Husbandry Sector Assisted by World

3. European Commission assisted Sheep Development Project.

4. DANIDA assisted Livestock Development Project.

Dairying

04. Dairy development programmes are being implemented through a network of milk producers co-operatives
designed on the Anand model of Cooperatives. The institutional frame has a three tier structure with the Primary
Milk Co-operative Producers™ Societies at the base (village) level, Union of Milk Producers’ Co-operative Societies
at the (District) Middle level and Federation of District Co-operative Milk Producers’ Union at the Apex (State) level.
The major activities undertaken by the Dairy Development Department through the dairy cooperatives are as follows:-















