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FISHERIES
(Item No. 5)

Inland and marine fishery occupies an important role in the fisheries sector by augmenting fish production and
providing rural employment opportunity. The State has a coastline of 1000 Kms. over which 442 fishing villages
arc located with 3.3 lakhs of population and 2.52 lakhs of active fishermen. They operate 25000 catamarans, 13724
vallams. 8230 mechaniscd boats and 6800 motorised Crafts. Inland fishery plays cqually important role. There
arc 52 reservoirs. and large number of tanks with scope for limited period of water for fishery. There are 50530
inland fishermen.

2. In 1994-95. the inland fish production was 1.08 lakh tonnes and marine fish production was 3.31 lakhs
tonnes.  Brackish water aquaculture and mariculture have been developed over the last few vears. At present. 860
ha. have been covered under brackish water aquaculiure and mariculture. The production in 1994-95 was around
270 tonnes of prawns.

3. The following activitics are being implemented by the Government for the promotion of inland fisheries.
(1) Scheme for production and distribution of fish sceds. (2) Establishment and maintenance of fish seed farms.
(3) Fishing Licensing and conservation of fish in large reservoirs. (4) Fish Farmers Development Agency.
(5) Fisheries development in Panchayats. (6) Major Reservoir fisheries. (7) Rural fisheries demonstration tanks.
and (8) Departmental Fishing in inland water.

4. In case of marine fish production. major thrust is to exploit the resources in the sea. Marine fish production
has gone up from 46000 tonnes in 1951-52 to 331000 tonnes in 1994-95. Various schemes supported by
Government promote the marine fisheries. Thosc are : (1) subsidised mechanisation of traditional crafts; 2)
subsidised FRP catamaran distribution to fishermen: and (3) schemes on chemical trcatment of catamarans.

5. The State Government have been implementing various welfare schemes for the benefit of the fishermen. The
following are some of the important schemes. (1) Free housing scheme for fishermen. (2) Group Insurance Scheme.
(3) Savings and Relief Scheme. and (4) Reimburscment of excise duty on HSD oil.

6. The fishery activities in inland and coastal waters were regulated as carly as during British rule in India. The
Indian Fisheries Act of 1897 and Madras Fisherics Amendment Act of 1929 made provision for fishery rights in
public and privatc waters. The Tamil Nadu Panchayats Act. 1958 (Tamil Nadu Act XXXV of 1958) and amendments
to the Tamil Nadu Leasc and Licensing of fishery rights in Panchayat and Panchayat Union Tank Rules. 1983 defined
“Lease of Fishery Rights™ and authority competent to conduct auction of fishing rights.

7. After the implementation of various Fisherics developmental schemes such as Fish Farmers Development
Agencies. Rural Fishery Demonstration. Intensive Fish Culture in Panchayat tanks cic.. the need for long term lease
of water bodies was necessitated. Accordingly Government of Tamil Nadu in G.O.Ms.No.332 dated 17.11.1993 had
enhanced the leasc of fishing from onc year to five yecars. The Fish Farmers Development Agencies and Fishermen
Co-operative Socictics should also participate in the open auction and all water bodies owned by Public Works
Department. Revenue Department. Panchayat Department will be covered by this Government Order.

8. Section 132 of Tamil Nadu Panchayats Act 1994 gives the power of fishery rights to village panchayats and
reads as ~Any property or income including any fishery right which by custom belongs to. or has been administered
for the common benefit of the inhabitants of the village or of the holders in common of village land generally or
of the holders of lands of a particular description or of the holders of lands under particular source of irrigation shall,
if so declared by the Government. vest in the village panchayat and be administered by it for the benefit of the
inhabitants or holders aforesaid”. Further Section 133 (3) of the said Act vests the fishery rights power in village
panchayats where the irrigation maintenance work is transferred by Government to Village Panchayats. The section
reads ~“Where the maintenance of any irrigation work. is transferred under this section. the fishery rights of Government
in such work shall be transferred to and be vested in the village panchayat or the panchayat union council. as the
case may be, subject to such terms and conditions including terms and conditions regarding the utilisation of the
income, as may be specified by the Government™.















